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papert ‘‘The Life History Cancer’’ 
Arthur Welsh, few salient thoughts are set 
forth. part said, that starts the 
eancer cell its malignant not know. 
Under the microscope, can see grow, can see 
spread, can see invade and destroy the healthy 
tissue cells, can classify and grade the different 
types cancer and tumor growth. Whole chapters 
the life history cancer are open our view. But 
the chapters that are most anxious read are 
closed. 

“These are the chapters the ultimate cause 
and/or the essential nature cancer. Perhaps the 
analogy that easiest follow look upon cancer 
local rebellion group discontented cells 
within the commonwealth working cells which form 
the human body. The rebellious cells throw off all 
restraint and, the local riot not promptly checked 
heroic measures, may develop into generalized 
invasion which destroys the whole 

This summation the knowledge cancer 
has been developed throughout the ages. Knowledge 
which based accumulation facts laboriously 
established many men/in many countries, and 
various periods time. 

That cancer ancient disease proved the 
that paleontologists have recognized lesions re- 
the modern forms osteoma, osteosarcoma 
and hemangioma bones reptiles that roamed the 


First series two articles originally presented the 
College Medical Evangelists, July 1947, Los Angeles. 

donald, Eleanor J., A.B., Trends Cancer,” 
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earth six twelve million years ago. These evidences 
bone cancer increased with each succeeding geo- 
logical period. 

Earliest Descriptions 


The earliest description disease resembling can- 
cer found the ancient Indian epic, the Ramayana 
about 2,000 B.C. The ancient Indians that period 
were their approach disease and did 
outstanding work surgery. Neoplastic extirpation 
was mentioned, was arsenical ointment, and 
for treatment growths. 

The first particular type 
was inscription from the Library 
Nineveh about 800 B.C. which carcinoma the 
breast was recognized. 

The term meaning benign tumor and 
meaning malignant tumor was first used 
Hippocrates. 

Following Hippocrates the early centuries produced 
many original theorists cancer. has engaged the 
attention earnest students all periods. Many 
the hypotheses proved irrelevent and were discarded. 
Those which have survived will mentioned only 
show how slow has been the process, and how much 
how little more know. 

Lionides, native Alexandria, 180 A.D., was 
responsible for popularizing surgery cancer and 
approached modern methods his excision breast 
Oribasius, the Fourth Century, expressed 
the opinion that cancer was generally incurable except 
its earliest stages. Aetius, the Sixth Century, 
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gave nearly account cancer the rec- 
tum. Paul Aegina, the Seventh Century, stated 
that cancer could occur every internal and external 
place. might have added and any age, and either 
sex. 

Petrocellus, the School Salerno, the Twelfth 
Century, was the first make digital examination 
the cancer the rectum, procedure too 
often neglected today. Avenzoar had probe 
therapy and rectal feeding the esophagus 
and stomach. 


Fabricius Hildanus, the Sixteenth and Seven- 
teenth centuries, was the first practice complete 
axillary dissection the treatment mammary can- 
Dutch contemporary, Severinus, was the first 
distinguish between cancer and benign tumors 
the breast. 


Many Theories Advanced 


During this period clinical recognition the 
disease and advance surgical treatment, many the- 
ories, some now considered weird fantastic, were 
advanced the causation cancer. Others such 
contagion and heredity have persisted. 

1773, the Academy Lyon raised problem 
for theses discussion, ‘‘What Cancer?’’ The prize 
winning thesis was presented Bernhard Peyrilhe, 
chemist working for his Doctor Philosophy Degree. 
Peyrilhe showed that was not feasible continue 
research along the paths already trod; that new paths 
would have sought, and outlined four potential 
directions follows: 

The source cancer poison. 

The ascertainment its nature. 

The way which works. 

The best method cure. 


Boerhaave and Morgagni, Holland, introduced 
the idea that inflammation played large part path- 
ology cancer. Their explanation the mechanism 
was involved but not too far from the truth. 

1802 some prominent English surgeons took the 
first step toward cancer control program forming 
society its most outstanding physicians. This 
society was called the ‘‘Society for Investigating the 
Nature and Cure Cancer.’’ Every well known physi- 
cian England received questionnaire, the most 
important questions follow: 


The diagnostic symptoms cancer. 
The nature cancer, especially pathologically- 
anatomically. 

cancer primary disease can other diseases 
develop into cancer? 

cancer contagious? 


a oe 


and does cancer have the same tendency 
duce the same tumors other parts 
body 

Influence the climate and environment 
the spread cancer. 

there predispositioning temperament? 

10. animals have cancer? 


The society dissolved 1806 because lack 
cooperation, experience not unknown today. 


Progress Description and Classification 


The late Eighteenth and early Nineteenth 
turies witnessed marked progress the description 
and classification cancer. Another innovation this 
period was the establishment the first hospital 
sively for patients with cancer. was opened 174 
and was used for cancer patients only until 1846. 

England, the first cancer service general 
hospital was established 1792. This has grown 
now one the most famous the 


The transitional period the nineteenth the 


twentieth century was accompanied changes 


methods research, and changes methods treat- 
ment, but some the old concepts causation have 
persisted, and although the methods research have 
changed the paths followed are the same. 

The contributions the present Twentieth 
tury the problem have been the development the 
X-ray tube and the use X-ray and radium ther- 
apy, the advances anaesthesia which have permitted 
the advance surgical attack, and the advances 
the fields pathology, biochemistry and other 

review the contributions so-called 
medicine the advance knowledge cancer should 
tend make humble. have not found the 
answers the basic questions, have merely cleared 
some the deadwood. True, have advanced the 
technique treating the disease, but have not 
markedly affected the morbidity and mortality caused 
end the century will show better balance. 

Since 1806, concerted cooperative action was 
spicuous its absence. The present era has seen 
awakening. Cancer Commission was appointed early 
the Health Organization the League Nations 
The United States Public Health Service 
the problem. The American Society for the 
Cancer since 1913 has conducted educational 
paigns. (The name was changed the American 
cer Society 1944.) Individual states are developing 
cancer programs, although there standard 
cedure each state plans according its needs. All 
recognize, however, the growing need 
all agencies involved. 
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Cancer Control the National Scene 


Public health activities the field cancer con- 
trol were given impetus with the passage the Na- 
tional Cancer Institute Act 1937. The provisions 
this Act broadened the the program pro- 
viding National Advisory Cancer Council consisting 
six cancer experts, provided consultants, and ex- 
panded fundamental cancer research the 
Public Health Service new laboratory building 
Bethesda, Maryland. Other activities included oper- 
ation tumor the United States Marine 
Hospital Baltimore, loan radium approved 
hospitals, training physicians oncology, provision 
research fellowships, grants-in-aid institutions 
and individuals for research, and cooperation with 
state health agencies. 

The 1946 budget was $1,732,000. Total grants 
through November 1946, approximated $386,000, 
mostly universities and for research. Lay educa- 
tional activities are expanded the future. 


Stipends have been provided for fellowships provide 
training diagnosis and treatment cancer key 


centers the country. 

April, 1946, the National Advisory Center Coun- 
approved and published report cancer facilities 
and services. general this report recommended 


Improvement undergraduate medical educa- 
tion the field cancer. 

Expansion the National Cancer Institute pro- 
gram for training graduate physicians 
cancer. 

Greater support for research through the 
Health Service, both the National Can- 
cer Institute and outside laboratories. 

Expansion the research fellowship program 
train more scientists. 

Increased assistance states developing their 
official control programs with the aim 
providing one cancer diagnostic and treatment 
per 50,000 population. 

Closer cooperation between the Public 
Health Service and the voluntary health agencies 
interested cancer order further the de- 
velopment such control programs. 


its meeting City 1947, the Amer- 
Medical Association resolved place the control 
cancer detection centers and cancer consultation 
under the supervision the American College 
Surgeons. The latter trying standardize the 
reporting cancer cases order that comparable 
studies may made. 


State Programs 


The earliest state program, Massachusetts, evolved 
from the Harvard Cancer Commission first appointed 
1899 Harvard University. The program cen- 
tered the State Department Health and has for 


its aims the diagnosis and treatment cancer. The 
integral parts the early program were follows: 


Tissue diagnosis service 

Biometric research 

Hospital facilities for the care and treatment 
all types cancer 

Dissemination knowledge cancer. 


one 


present, the general objectives the cancer 
control programs are: 

Prevention cancer 

Early recognition and treatment 

Studies learn more about the disease. 


Eighteen states have specific laws which designate 
cancer disease against which control measures are 
taken. Some laws are broad enabling acts and 
that action should taken control cancer 
ing agent. Others are detailed and explicit the 
directions and allow little discretion method 
followed the administrator. Sixteen states 
have made reportable disease. 


Fifteen states have program administered the 
state health department under cancer law. These are 
Alabama, Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Maine, Massa- 
chusetts, New York, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and 
West Virginia. Three states have program admin- 
istered state cancer commission under cancer 
law. These are Missouri, New Hampshire and Vermont. 
Texas has program administered the state univer- 
sity under cancer law. Twenty-seven states, among 
them California, have cancer law but some form 
program administered the health departments. 
should noted that, with few exceptions, control pro- 
grams are most extensive and appropriations have been 
largest and most consistent states with specific 
eancer legislation. 


Los Angeles County Seeking Clinical 
Lab. Technicians 


The Los Angeles County Civil Service Commission 
now accepting applications for Clinical Laboratory 
Technicians both permanent and temporary classi- 
fications. There will written examination 
interview. Applications will accepted long 
potential need indicated. 

Salary range $233-259, but will raised 
$246-$303 for the fiscal year beginning July 1948. 

All applicants must hold California State Clinical 
Laboratory Technician’s Certificate (temporary 
permanent). Further information and application 
forms may obtained from 102 Hall Records, Los 
Angeles 12, California. 
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Second Family Life Training 
Center Scheduled 


The second Training Center Family Life, Health 
and Social Relations will conducted the Univer- 
sity California the Berkeley campus, June 
July 31, 1948. 

Designed for professional personnel whose work 
brings them into contact with students and community 
groups, the courses offered carry six units 
university credit. 

Twelve fellowships for clergy college educators 
teachers and travel grants $30-$75 for others 
coming from more than 100 miles are available. Enroll- 
ment the center will limited 200 students. 
Candidates for fellowships, travel grants and admis- 
sion the program should write once Noel Keys, 
Professor-in-charge, Training Center Family Life, 
125 Vale Avenue, San Francisco 16. 


Two-week Mental Health Institute for 
Health Officers Announced 


significant step the integration mental 
health into health activities has been taken 
the State Department Public Health and the Com- 
monwealth Fund with the announcement pilot 
institute mental health for public health officers 
held Berkeley, July 5th-18th. 

The institute will provide opportunity for two 
professional groups, health officers and psychiatrists, 
explore jointly the mental health aspeets public 
health services. will consist two week full-time 
concentrated program including lectures, seminars 
and supervised public health clinical experience 
health department activities the East San Francisco 
Bay region. The faculty group, consisting specially 
selected psychiatrists and public health administrators 
and technicians, will sufficient size insure maxi- 
mum opportunity for individual tutorial teaching. 

Local health officers interested securing more 
details wishing apply for attendance should con- 
tact once the Director, State Department Public 
Health. Applicants for admission the conference 
are asked bear mind that this period inten- 
sive study and training which will require full-time 
attendance for uninterrupted period two weeks. 


Northern Public Health Meeting 


May 18th through 20th are the dates for joint 
meeting the Washington State and Canadian Pub- 
lic Health Associations held the Hotel Van- 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 

All Californians who are interested are invited 
attend. 


San Mateo County Seeking Candidates 
for Four Positions 


Seeking meet the increasing public health 
its growing population, San Mateo County 
announced series civil service examinations 
professional public health personnel. 

Examinations will held for the following 
tions during the month May: 


Closing date for 
Title Salary filing 
Sanitary Engineer May 1948 
Public Health 332-415 May 1948 
Chief, Public Health Nursing 
Supervising Public Health Nurse. 281-351 28, 1948 


Candidates are urged contact the civil servig 
office, Courthouse, Redwood City, for further 


State Examination Announcements 


The following examinations interest 
this publication have been announced the State 
Personnel Board: 


Final date for 
Classification filing applications date 
April 18, 1948 May 
Physical Therapy Technician, 
Associate Statistician April 24, 1948 May 13, 198 
Senior Statistician April 24, 1948 May 18, 


Further information and application forms 
available all State Personnel Board offices. The 
quarters oftice the board 1015 Street, 
mento. 


National Health Assembly Meet 
May 


May Ist, day traditionally set aside for the 
motion child health, will this year take added 
significance with the convening National Health 
Assembly. 


The assembly, which will meet May 1st-4th, 
been called Oscar Ewing, Federal Security 
istrator, for the purpose framing report 
President for recommendations feasible 
health goals for the next years. Professional and lay 
leaders concerned with all aspects health will 
attendance. 


Specific agenda for the various sections the 


ference will formulated the first session 
group meeting. Sections represented are 
sional personnel, hospital facilities, local health units 


disease, maternal and child health, 


medical care, community planning, rehabilitation, det 
tal health, mental health, accidents and nutrition. 
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Many New Films and Slide Films 
Added Department Library 


recent months, number new films and film 
strips have been added the library the Bureau 
Health Education, State Department Public 
Health. These visual aids, listed below, are now all 
available for use school and community groups. 


16-Millimeter Sound Films—Genera! 
Child Health 
Most Jos. Time, minutes. 
Deals with prenatal care, diet, rest, clothing. Gives good 
demonstration prenatal examination and stresses the im- 
portance seeing physician early and regularly pregnancy. 
Recommended for high school girls’ classes, prenatal classes 
and any audience concerned with prenatal care. 


Your Color. Time, minutes. 1947. 
practical and approved methods care the new baby. Par- 
ents are warned that the greater demand the new child for 
attention may resented the older children unless care 
taken prevent the feeling neglect. For parent groups 
and mothers’ classes. 


Eyes 

Byes Time, minutes. 1944. Stresses general 
good health prerequisite for good eyesight. Deals with the 
importance prenatal care, conservation vision among 
school children, necessity for regular eye examinations, eye 
hazards industry. Very general. Suitable for senior high 
school, junior college, teachers, parents, and other adult groups. 


Hearing 

Hear. Time, minutes. 1945. Techniques 
group and individual hearing tests, medical follow-up proce- 
dures, and educational readjustments are shown. Dramatizes 
the need for organized programs conservation hearing. 
Especially for parents, teachers, and community groups. 


Mental Health 


HEALTH. Time, minutes. 1948. This film has three 
primary objectives: (1) convince young people that emo- 
tional upsets are common; (2) show that disturbance 
prolonged professional counsel and care important and 
normal with physical illness, and (3) explain simply 
some the basic techniques psychiatric treatment. 
high school and college students, parents, nurses, teachers and 
other interested adult groups. 


CHILDREN. Time, minutes. 1947. Shows how home, 
school, and play relations affect personality development 
two children,” one shy, the other aggressive. For 
pre-service and in-service teacher education, and parent groups, 
accompanied discussion used part study course. 

been done date control alcoholism and have recognized 
disease such organizations Alcoholics Anonymous, 
the Research Council Problems Alcohol, and the labora- 
tories the Yale School Alcohol Studies. The film takes 
you step step through alcoholic’s downfall and his reha- 
Suitable for high school and college use and almost 
any adult groups. 


Personal Hygiene 


AND GROOMING. Time, minutes. 1948. Shows that 
grooming starts with personal care, describes some rec- 
ommended daily habits, and helps the student understand the 
for these recommended measures. Emphasis social 
advantages clean, healthy appearance. Good for high school 
and college students. 


Safety 


Color. Time, minutes. 1947. This film 
appeal for swimming supervised places. Health information 
combined with demonstration safe swimming practices 
such proper breathing and protection for the ears and nose. 
Contrast between bacterially safe water the well-managed 
Supervised places and that unsupervised areas shown. 


Simple safety and health advice for swimmers. Especially 
good for school use but will interest adult groups. 

safety for elementary school children. Points out the correct 
way use jackknife, how use stepladder, why stairs 
must well lighted, why tools must put away and how 
avoid other common home hazards. However, many com- 
mon ones are omitted. 


Sex Education 

REPRODUCTION. Time, minutes. 1948. factual film 
the human reproductive systems and the process 
normal birth. Shows clearly use models and animated 
drawings anatomy, embryology, and the body mechanics the 
delivery process. Stresses the biological normalcy reproduc- 
tion and emphasizes the importance clear, objective familiar- 
ity with these facts. Suitable for high school, college, and all 
adult groups. 

35-Millimeter Sound Slide Films 

First Aid 

CoMMON EMERGENCIES. (Fifty-nine frames.) Covers first aid 
treatment for appendicitis, choking, diarrhea, earache, tooth- 
ache, common cold, sunburn, poison oak, insect bites, and 
fainting. 

(Sixty-five frames.) Covers first aid treat- 
ment for strains, sprains, dislocations, bruises, frost bites, and 
foreign bodies the eyes, ear, nose and throat. 


35-Millimeter Slide Film 
Infant Care 


CARE THE NEWBORN Made accompany film Care 
the Newborn Baby. Can used separately. Shows nurse’s 
functions and duties teaching parents how care for new- 
born babies. 


16-Millimeter Films—Professional 
(The following two films are for use professional groups.) 
Cancer 


PRECANCER DIAGNOSIS THE CERVIX Color. Time, 
minutes. 1948. demonstration refinement the 
Papanicolaou-Traut technique for cytological diagnosis can- 
cer the cervix. Made collaboration McGill University 
staff with Ernest Ayre, M.D., Director, Gynecytology Labo- 
ratories, Royal Victoria Hospital, Canada. Contains some con- 
troversial material. Excellent photography and narration. For 
the medical and nursing professions, pathologists and labora- 
tory personnel only. 


Physical Therapy 


New Time, minutes. 1947. technical film 
physical therapy restricted use medical and nursing 
groups. Good exposition physical therapy general, not 
limited the treatment poliomyelitis. 


State Industrial Hygiene Activities 


California’s industrial health activities are reviewed 
feature story that title the April, 1948, issue 
Industrial Hygiene Newsletter, publication the 

The story tells industrial hygiene developments 
the State Department Public Health and the 
Health Departments Los Angeles City and County. 


Sacramento 


The Sacramento City Health Department has inaug- 
urated ‘‘Physicians Supplement’’ its regular 
monthly bulletin. 

The new publication will appear periodically and 
will contain items particular interest physicians 
private practice. 
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Department Issues Statement Use 
Silver Nitrate 


present laws blind your 

this question, large type full- 
page California newspapers 
March 19, 1948, the State Department Public 
Health answers ‘‘no.’’ 

part series full-page advertisements 
which call attention feature stories appearing its 
magazine, the publishers the Woman’s Home Com- 
panion published last month leading newspapers 
summary article concerning ‘‘state laws that 
force doctors use outmoded and dangerous treat- 
ment (silver nitrate) birth.’’ 

Although the story did not specifically name Cali- 
fornia, this State one which provides for the use 
silver nitrate birth preventive against opthalmia 
neonatorum. The following statement has been pre- 
pared the Division Preventive Medical Services 
give this Department’s views the subject. 

The state law and regulations. 

Sections 550-558 the Business and Profes- 
sions Code require the use prophylactic 
agent the eyes newborn infants. 

The official prophylactic approved the 
California State Board Public Health 
percent silver nitrate, and this solution, 
wax ampules, furnished free all physi- 
cians and hospitals the State the Divi- 
sion Laboratories. 

The regulations the California State Board 
Public Health not designate any specific 
treatment this condition physicians. 

Ophthalmia neonatorum reportable law 
under the communicable disease regulations. 


The status regulations this subject and the 
data available concerning both silver nitrate 
prophylaxis and penicillin prophylaxis were considered 
the State Board Public Health January 28, 
1948. After full discussion the problem, the board 
concluded that formal action amend the regula- 
tion indicated this time. was pointed out the 
that cases blindness attributed the 
use silver nitrate the eyes newborn infants have 
been reported the State Department Public 
Health, and that long experience has demonstrated 
that silver nitrate effective prophylactic against 
ophthalmia neonatorum. 

contrast this, was concluded that the data 
the use penicillin prophylactic, both treat- 
ment the eyes the newborn infant and pre- 
delivery treatment the mother, are not conclusive. 
Objections the use penicillin include objections 
the part some members the National Research 
Council the basis sensitizing the 
infant from topical applications; the deterioration 


penicillin solutions left hospital shelves the 
that they are value; and the administration 
which will ensure the treatment all 
without exception. The data presented also include; 
number objections from technical and 
points view, such inadequate controls, differeng 
methods administration, and difference 
follow-up cases. 

other states have changed their regulation 
and correspondence with several the large 
states, the same objections raised members 
departmental staff were noted. 


Departmental Committee for Study Problems 
and Services for the Blind, which reported its finding 
December, 1946. the investigation this com 
mittee, many other important causes 
have been noted that the remote possibility blindnes 
from the use silver nitrate has seemed unimportant 
the total picture. 

Although members the departmental staf 
have discussed the possibility special studies the 
use penicillin prophylactic agent with private 
physicians and members medical school faculties 
such studies are progress the State 
present time, the knowledge departmental 
members. Until the scientific data this subject 
more conclusive, the State Board Health 
not seen fit modify its regulations. 


Mary Hurley Appointed 


Miss Mary Hurley has been appointed 
the State Department Education’s 
Health Education Project. She succeeds Mrs. 
Havelin who recently became Consultant Health 
Education, State Department Education. 

Miss Hurley joins the project staff after 
health educator for the Alaska Territorial Depatt 
ment Health. 


Joint Committee for Humboldt County 


The growing Humboldt County Health 
ment reports the establishment joint 
Department Committee. 

The committee composed teachers and admit 
istrators the county schools and representatives 
the county health department. First job the 
group will the preparation manual 
the responsibilities the school and health 
securing and maintaining the optimum 
the school child. 
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Federal Assistance for Local Health 
Units Proposed 


bill assist the states establishing and main- 
taining full-time local health units has been 
introduced the Congress the United States 
Senators Saltonstall (R-Mass.), Cordon (R-Ore.), and 
Hill (D-Ala.).* 

Known the Local Public Health Services Bill 
2189), the measure would provide financial assist- 
ance states (based relative per capita income) 
for local public health activities. Within the standards 
established the Surgeon General, each state 
would set its own plan for achieving the purposes 
the bill. many respects, the proposed legislation 
seeks national level what California did with 
the passage the Public Health Assistance Act 
the 1947 session the Legislature. 

The federal measure intended its authors 
meet need which should familiar phrase the 
public health full-time health 
services for all the people the Nation.’’ has 
been approved the National Congress Parents 
and Teachers, the state and territorial health officers 
and representatives national organizations. 

40,000,000 people the United States live areas 
not served full-time health departments. Or, 
other words, 1,229 the country’s 3,070 counties 
not have the services full-time public health units. 

Under terms the bill now prepared, federal 
funds granted states could used develop and 
maintain health units which would meet regu- 
lations the Health Service. (Should this 
measure become law, likely that any basic stand- 
ards for local health work developed the 
Health Service would similar most 
respects the standards developed last year the 
California Conference Local Health Officers and the 
State Department Public Health.) 


State Plans 


For state obtain federal funds, must first 
prepare and have approved the Surgeon General 
“state plan’’ for out the purposes this 
legislation. While the bill does not specify which state 
must submit such plans, may reasonably 
assumed that intended that the plan developed 
and administered the state health department. 
Stipulations for the state plan would that must: 

Set forth program assure that all areas 
the state shall have local public health units organized 
provide full-time health services. 


Bulletin, Social Legislation Information Service, March 


Contain satisfactory evidence that the state plan 
will carried out conformity with the provisions 
the legislation. 

Provide that population each local 
public health unit large enough insure efficient 
and economical program. 

Provide that each local public health unit employ 
full-time personnel such types and such numbers 
are required render minimum public health 
services. 

Provide for the equitable distribution local 
health units participating the state plan 
all funds received the state health authority under 
the legislation. 

Provide that all funds allocated shall used 
each local unit solely for the provision health 
services. 

Provide for such methods administration 
are necessary for the efficient operation the plan, 
including maintenance personnel standards and 
selection merit basis. 

Provide for necessary reports the Surgeon 
General. 

Appropriations 


limits size federal appropriations are set 
the bill. for the appropriation ‘‘such sums 
may necessary carry out the purposes this 
When used other legislation such language 
has been construed obligate Congress appropriate 
sufficient funds each year make payments the 
states accordance with the formula included the 
law. determining ‘‘necessary’’ amount, 
assumed that basic minimum services can provided 
minimum cost approximately $1.50 per year per 
person served the health unit. The federal share will 
vary according the financial need each state for 
assistance that, effect, the poorest states would 
receive grants covering much two-thirds their 
expenditures while the federal share the wealthiest 
states might one-sixth the total expenditures. 
should noted that federal aid under the provisions 
this measure would addition existing grants- 
in-aid programs for specialized activities including 
tuberculosis control, venereal disease control, cancer 
control, mental health, and maternal and child health 
services. 


Mendocino Grand Jury Committee 


health committee appointed the Men- 
docino County Grand Jury has recommended full- 
time health department for the county. 

The committee made its recommendation after 
eight-month survey public health departments 
other California counties. 
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Chronic Disease Advisory Committee 
Hears Progress Reports 


Reports plans and action already launched 
combat chronic diseases California were outlined 
recently members the State’s Advisory Commit- 
tee for Disease Investigation, meeting San 
Francisco under auspices the State Department 
Health. The committee met for the second time 
since was organized last fall. Members are physicians, 
public health and welfare officials, and representatives 
farm, labor, religious, industrial and other 
nity interests. (California’s Health, February 15, 
1948.) 

Reports made the committee’s March 22d meet- 
ing included the 

California short estimated 16,000 beds 
for the chronically ill hospitals and nursing 
convalescent homes. 

New hospital facilities for cases should 
constructed wherever possible adjuncts exist- 
ing institutions. This would overcome expensive dupli- 
facilities, equipment, personnel and training 
programs. 

The State Department Social Welfare and 
local welfare departments will undertake survey 
counties all facilities available recipients 
welfare assistance, including those receiving old 
age pensions. Other channels will utilized extend 
such survey all segments the population. 

The State Department Employment will co- 
operate analyzing the incidence chronic diseases 
among all persons receiving disability insurance. 

Advice the manifold phases the chronic 
disease program will sought from hospital superin- 
tendents, county welfare directors, grand juries, county 
medical societies, voluntary agencies and other quali- 
fied authorities. 

has been added the list 
diseases deserving concentrated study. 
Others beside cancer and heart ailments, are diabetes, 
rheumatism, and dental defects. 

The study being conducted with the assistance 
the committee includes: analysis all available data 
chronic disease incidence and mortality collection 
and pooling information measures prevention 
and treatment; determination needs for hospital, 
rest home nursing patients; stimulation 
knowledge the need for early diagnosis and 
treatment; and recommendation ways and means, 
including legislation, extend research and provide 
more adequate services and facilities. 


The Veteran’s Administration reports that 
the organization X-raying 1,250,000 veterans an- 
nually for tuberculosis. 
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California Morbidity Reports 


Selected Diseases—Civilian Cases 
Total Cases for and Total Cases for 


Current month 


January through 


4 


|! 


Selected February 
diseases 
5-yr. ball 
1943- 
1947 
Chickenpox (varicella). .| 4,412 | 5,002 | 2,742 | 5,002 8,457 | 9,227 | 5,603 
in- 
fectious the new- 
born (ophthalmia ne- 
onatorum)-........... 4 Tho 
Diphtheria............ 62; 126) 116 118 113 323 
Dysentery bacillary - . . 4 46 
Encephalitis infectious... 4 5 3 5 6 9 5 
183 | 184] 122 322 302 
Food poisoning......... 8 37 17 100 


Influenza epidemic. 


Jaundice 7 17 15 3; 
100 
462 397 
M41 126 135 
Tuberculosis: 
Pulmonary. ......... 625 | 681 558 604 || 1,259 | 1,381 | 
Other forms. . 37 48 32 35 78 74 
Typhoid fever... 3 Q 7 28 19 
Undulant fever (bru- 
16 29 16 23 50 3 
Whooping cough 
Venereal diseases: 
Gonococeus infection...| 1,919 | 2,475 | 2,183 1,750] 4,261 | 5,931 | 5,220 00am 
Granuloma inguinale - ll 3 | 
Lymphogranuloma 
verereum (lympho- 
ymphogranuloma 


Dr. Butterworth, Health Education 
ant, Health Service, has just 
five-week stay California visiting 
community health education the University 


fornia School Public Health. 


During his stay here, Dr. Butterworth 
contributed share his time meetings with 


health educators and other groups discuss 
trends health education. 
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